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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This office action is in response to the amendment field on June 28, 2004. 
Claims 1-14 are canceled. Claims 15-26 are newly added. Claims 15-26 are presented 
for examination. 



EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 



2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .31 2. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Steven Dickey (Agent No. 52,156) on 12/02/2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

For claim 15 (Currently Amended), rewrite, - -" A server connected to terminals 
used by members via a network, the server being configured to establish and update 
relationships between the members, the server comprising: 

a database configured to store personal attributes of each member, the personal 
attributes including an identification code, a name, a specialized field, and relationship 
coefficient data indicating degrees of relationship between each member and other 
members; 

a message communicator configured to communicate a first message from one 
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member to another member and configured to communicate a respective response to 
the first message from the another member to the one member, the response 
establishing a relationship between the one member and the another member; 

a database update unit configured to update, when the relationship is established 
between the one member and the another member, the relationship coefficient data 
indicating degrees of relationship between (1) the one member and the another 
member, (2) the one member and members having relationships with the another 
member, and (3) the another member and members having relationships with the one 
member; and 

a data retriever configured to identify target members having personal attributes 
satisfying one or more key words of a search criteria, the key words including at least a 
relationship coefficient data value indicating the degree of relationship between the 
target members and a particular member[.]; 

wherein the key words include a minimum or maximum relationship coefficient 
data value indicating a maximum or minimum degree of relationship between the target 
members and the particular member ." - 

For claim 20 (Currently Amended), rewrite, - A method of establishing and 
updating relationships between members using terminals connected to a server, the 
method comprising: 

storing personal attributes of each member, the personal attributes including an 
identification code, a name, a specialized field, and relationship coefficient data 
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indicating degrees of relationship between each member and other members; 

communicating a first message from one member to another; 

communicating a respective response to the first message from the another 
member to the one member, the response establishing a relationship between the one 
member and the another member; 

updating, when the relationship is established between the one member and the 
another member, the relationship coefficient data indicating degrees of relationship 
between (1 ) the one member and the another member, (2) the one member and 
members having relationships with the another member, and (3) the another member 
and members having relationships with the one member; and 

identifying target members having personal attributes satisfying one or more key 
words of a search criteria, the key words including at least a relationship coefficient data 
value indicating the degree of relationship between the target members and a particular 
member[.]; 

wherein the key words include a minimum or maximum relationship coefficient 
data value indicating a maximum or minimum degree of relationship between the target 
members and the particular member ." - 

Last line in claim 25, delete [one of Claims 15-19,] and insert - -"one of Claims 
15-16, 18-19,"--. 



Cancel claims 17 and 22. 
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3. The pending claims are now 15-16, 18-21 and 23-26 



Allowable Subject Matter 



4. Claims 15-16, 18-21 and 23-26 are allowed. 



Reason For Indicating Allowable Subject Matter 



5. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: Claims 15 and 20 identifies distinct feature, the method for computer network 
connected server configured to establish and update relationships between members 
with database configuration and message communicator. The closest prior art 
Weinreich et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,175,831) discloses for human relationships 
registering system (col. 2, lines 11-54, col. 3, lines 16-31), first data processing unit 
including section for inputting personal data of new members (userl), (col. 18, lines 21- 
41 , col. 6, lines 47-67 to col. 7, lines 1-67 to col. 8, lines 1-24, userl (new member), to 
become member; and second data processing unit including, section for storing the 
received personal data of the new members by confirming relationships of the new 
members with existing members (pre-registered member), (col. 2, lines 1 1-54, col. 3, 
lines 16-31 , fig. 6, col. 12, lines 8-58). However, Weinreich fails to suggest the claimed 
features "a database for updating and data retrieving method, the relationship 
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coefficient data indicating degrees of relationship between the one member and the 
another member, the one member and members having relationships with the another 
member, and the another member and members having relationships with the one 
member, a data retriever configured to identify target members having personal 
attributes satisfying one or more key words of a search criteria, the key words including 
at least a relationship coefficient data value indicating the degree of relationship 
between the target members and a particular member, wherein the key words include a 
minimum or maximum relationship coefficient data value indicating a maximum or 
minimum degree of relationship between the target members and the particular 
member" in combination with other limitations of the dependent and independent claims. 
For the reason stated above, the pending claims 15-16, 18-21, 23-26 are hereby 
allowed. 
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Conclusion 



6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Isaac M Woo whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4043. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John E Breene can be reached on (571 ) 272-4107. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

IMW 

December 7, 2004 




